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“ Go it into ali the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—St. Mark, xvi. 15,- 
“ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
_ ay that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”— 
’s XIV. . - 
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“ Carlisle, January 30th, 1823. 
“ Rev. Sir,—The Female Missionary Society of this place is 
at length organized, and { now embrace the opportunity of send- 
ing on to you a copy of the constitution, names of the officers, 
and managers. The number of our subscribers is small as yet, 
but we have every hope of an increase. I enclose twenty dol- 

lars, received from the treasurer to-day. 

“ Mary HamiLton, 
“ Secretary of the Episcopal Female Missionary Association. 
“Rev. Georce Boyp.” 


Constitution of the Episcopal Female Missionary Association in 
the Borough of Carlisle. 

Art. 1. This institution shall be calied * The Episcopal Fe- 
male Association of Carlisle,’ and is intended to aid the funds 
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of. the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 

Art. 2. The officers of this association shall be a First and 
Second Directress, a Secretary and Treasurer, together with 
four Managers, who shall conduct the affairs of the institution, 
and meet together as often as the transaction of business may 
require. 

Art. 3. Every person subscribing and paying annually the 
sum of one dollar to the T'reasurer, shall be a member of this 
association ; or by subscribing at one time fifteen dollars, shall 
become a member for life. 

Art. 4 There shall be an annual meeting of the members of 
this association, at which time a report of the proceedings of 
the Board of Managers shall be made, a copy of which shall be 
transmitted to the corresponding secretary of the parent society. 

Art. 5. The Board of Managers shall have power to make 
all by-laws for their own government, and for the better regu- 
lation of the affairs of the association. 
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Art. 6. The Treasurer of this association shall, as soon as 
may be convenient after the annual meeting, transmit such 
amount of the monies in her hands to the treasurer of the pa- 
rent society as shall be directed by the Board of Managers ; 
specifying at the time, in what way it is to be applied—whether 
to the purposes of domestic or foreign missions, 

Conclusion. It is recommended to every member of this as- 
sociation, to pray to Almighty God for his blessing upon its 
designs, under the full conviction that unless he direct us in all 
our doings with his most gracious favour, and further us with 
his continual help, we cannot reasonably hope that our endea- 
vours will be successful. 

Nov. 11th, 1822. 

Wednesday, Fan. 23d, 1823.--The members of the Episco- 
pal Female Missionary Association met, according to appoint- 
ment, in St. John’s Church, and proceeded to the election of 
officers; when Mrs. A. Stiles and Mrs. Read, as first and se- 
cond directresses—Miss Mary Hamilton, as secretary—Mrs. 
Watts, as treasurer-—-Mrs. Veazey, Mrs. Foulke, Mrs. Mary 
Hamilton, and Mrs. Haverstick, as managers, were unanimous- 
ly elected. 

The members having paid into the hands of the Treasurer, 
the amount of their subscriptions for the present year, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were proposed and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer give directions, that the money 
raised by this Association and remitted to the parent society 
from time to time, be appropriated to domestic and not to fo- 
reign missionary purposes. 

Resolved, That the annual meeting of this Association be 
held on the first Monday of November in each year. 


-———_ 


DELAWARE CONVENTION. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of a Convention of the Diocese of 
Delaware, held in Christ Church, Dover, on Saturday, Fune 
8th, 1822. 


The Convention was composed of two Presbyters, and ten 
Lay-Delegates, representing seven congregations. 

The Rev. Ralph Williston was appointed President, and 
Joshua Gordon Brinckle, Secretary. 

The Convention having organized in the morning, adjourned 
till the afternoon, when Evening Prayer was conducted by the 
Rev. Daniel Higbee, Minister of St. Paul’s Church, George- 
town, St. George’s Chapel, St. Peter’s Church, Lewes, Prince 
George’s Church, and Christ Church, Laurel; and a sermon 
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preached by the Rev. Ralph Williston, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Wilmington. 

In conformity with the 45th Canon of the General Conven- 
tion, *¢ providing for an accurate view of the state of the Church 
from time to time,” and of the 3d Canon of this Diocese, the 
tollowing reports were presented and read before the Conven- 
tion : 

Trinity Church, Wilmington, the Rev. Ralph Williston, Rec- 
tor, ‘The present incumbent has been too short a time rector 
of this church and congregation to have acquired a complete 
knowledge of their true state. He believes them on the whole 
prosperous. It is known that the parish of Trinity Church has 
never as yet sent delegates to this Convention. ‘The Episcopa- 
lians of the congregation, acting under the 2d Canon of the 
Church, have usually appointed delegates; by which they have 
shown their inviolable attachment to our truly apostolic Church. 
And the interest taken in Sunday Schools, Bible Societies, and 
other benevolent institutions, does equal credit to the heart and 
understanding of the individuals, who readily devote a part of 
their time and talents for the promotion of the best interests of 
man. 

An exertion is also making to erect a commodious lecture 
room in the borough of Wilmington. This, it is trusted, will 
shortly be accomplished ; especially when we consider how im- 
portant it is to have suitable accommodations within the bo- 
rough, the church being too remote for occasional meetings— 
and such a room would accommodate the Sunday Schools, and 
prove a fruitful nursery for the Church.—--Families about 180-~ 
adults about 600—baptisms (adults 5, infants 9) 14-~commu- 
nicants about 180-—-burials 10—marriages 12. 

The Rev. Mr. Williston having visited Christ Church, Do- 
ver, (vacant) reports, that this parish could support an unmar- 
ried clergyman, and, should he consent to teach a select class, 
his remuneration would be ample. But should it be preferred 
to unite St. Peter’s Church, Smyrna, (also vacant) with Christ 
Charch, Dover, there cannot remain a doubt but that the sup- 
port would be ample. There are about 20 families attached to 
Christ Church, Dover, and about 25 attached to St. Peter’s, 
Smyrna: and a desire has been expressed to unite in calling a 
clergyman. 

The Rev. Mr. Williston also reports, that the Rev. Mr. Clay 
not being able to attend this Convention, the church in New- 
castle is nearly completed, and will soon be ready for conse- 
cration. In this instance is seen what a small number of fami- 
lies, by a zealous and well directed effort, can accomplish. 
Many others do likewise. St. James’s parish, we are informed, 
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are building a new church. Surely this augurs well for tlic 
Church generally. 

The Rev. Mr. Higbee presented the following report of the 
state of the churches under his care: Daniel Higbee begs leave 
to report to this Conyention, that in November a8 he entered 
into some engagements with the vacant churches in Sussex 
county, in this diocese; but, as those churches have been for 
the most part a long time vacant, the present incumbent finds it 
very difficult to make out a correct report to this Convention, 
as no records are to be found of the families and communicants 
belonging to each congregation, and the members of these 
churches are spread over a wide extent of country. Conse- 
quently, time and pains will be requisite in order to remedy 
this difficulty, so as to furnish a correct report. The present 
incumbent has taken charge of five churches in this diocese. 
ist. St. Paul’s Church, Georgetown, families about 20—com- 
municants 10—funerals 3, 2d. St. George’s Church, families 
about 25 or 30--communicants 30--funerals 2—baptism1-- 
marriage 1. 3d. St. Peter’s Church, Lewestown, families about 
30 or 35—communicants 25. 4th. Prince George’s, Dagsbo- 
rough, families, about 45 or 50—-communicants 20—funeral 1-- 
baptisms 10. Sth. Christ Church, Laurel, families about 60— 
communicants 25 or 30—baptism 1—funerals 5-—marriage 1. 

The incumbent would likewise notice, that he statedly, on 
Sundays, afternoon, visits the Episcopalians in Norways-fork, 
and likewise on a week day, statedly performs divine service in 
St. John’s Church, at the Little Hill. The prospect in these 
churches, at present, is gloomy and unpromising; but still, 
hopes are entertained that some favourable changes will soon 
take place, and that these churches will be blest with a stated 
ministry. But, alas! what can ministers do, unless the laity 
co-operate with them in the laudable work of reformation. Our 
Zion bleeds; our venerable and apostolic Church, in this dio- 
cese, is almost buried in the dust, and lost in the wilderness! 
May she soon arise and shine fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners, coming up out of 
the wilderness, still leaning on the breast of her beloved Saviour. 

The treasurer reported that he received, at the last Conven- 
tion contributions to the amount of 12 dollars; out of which, 
and a balance of 25 dollars 21 cents, then in hand, he had ex- 
pended 20 dollars 13 cents; leaving a present balance in the 
treasury of 17 dollars 8 cents. , 

The sum of 28 dollars was paid by the several churches into 
the treasury of the Convention. 

The following gentlemen were elected the Standing Com- 
mittee for the ensuing year:—-The Rev. Ralph Williston, the 
Rey. Danicl Higbee, Kensey Johns, and John Rumsey. 
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The following persons were appointed delegates from this 
Convention, to the General Convention of the Church in the 
United States: The Rev. Ralph Williston, the Rev. Daniel 
Higbee, The Rev. Robert Clay, Nicholas Ridgley, Kensey 
Johns, and Daniel Rodney. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be empowered to ap- 
ply to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, for the pur- 
pose of aiding the said committee in supplying this diocese with 
one or more missionaries. 

Resolved, That the next stated meeting of the Convention be 
held at Dover. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be given to the 
President, for his attention to the business of the Convention, 
and for the excellent sermon delivered by him this day. 

After prayer, by the President, the Convention adjourned. 


a 


CHURCH IN GEORGIA, 


We are highly gratified to perceive by a Georgia newspaper, 
that the Episcopalians of that state have it in view to organize 
a convention, As soon as we receive an account of their pro- 
ceedings, we shall lay it immediately before our readers. 


a 


THE SYRIAN CHRISTIANS. 


We have long intended to give our readers some information 
with respect to this interesting people. The most recent and 
authentic’ intelligeace about them is contained in the following 
sensible and well written memoir, which we have great plea- 
sure in publishing from the Gospel Advocate, for which it was 
originally furnished. 


Religious Intelligence. 


We have great pleasure in presenting to our readers the fol- 
lowing account of the present condition of the Syrian church in 
India. To those who may not be familiar with some allusions, 
we recommend a perusal of Buchanan’s Christian Researches. 
This document has been transmitted by a friend of primitive 
Christian truth and worship, from Calcutta. The following 
extract from our friend’s letter will recommend the whole sub- 
ject to the attention of our readers, in language better than ou 
own. 

«I am glad you take an interest in the Syrian church, and ] 
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will endeavour to get you the last report of the Madras Church 
Missionary Society, which treats largely and delightfully re- 
specting them. They are a most intcresting and amiable people, 
and improving. The archdeacon of this diocese has lately made 
them a visit, and speaks in raptures of them. I shall defer 
speaking of what is doing here, until the annual report is pub- 
lished, which will be in a few days.” 


To Colonel Newall, British Resident at the Courts of Travan- 
core and Cochin. 


Sir,—In compliance with the wish you did us the honour of 
expressing to us, we beg to transmit to you the following state- 
ment of the condition of the Syrian Christians. We do not 
flatter ourselves, that it will convey to you much additional in- 
formation, on a subject with which you must be so conversant: 
but we trust it may not be altogether useless, if it serve to bring 
before you a few particulars, which a residence of some con- 
tinuance among them, and a degree of attention to their current 
traditions and history, as well as to their present circumstances, 
have enabled us to collect. 

It will be unnecessary, and perhaps irrelevant, to detain you 
on the antiquity of the church in Malabar; a point which has 
so long engaged the attention of the learned in Europe. What- 
ever may be thought of the credit due to the current traditions 
of these people, that the Apostle Thomas planted Christianity 
among them; yet, so much, may we humbly conceive, be con- 
sidered as established beyond contradiction, that they existed 
here as a well established church, connected with the Syrian 
ehurch in Persia, as early as the year 535, the period when 
Cosmas travelled to this coast; that, at a period somewhat later, 
but certainly prior to the year 825, the commencement of the 
era of the country, considerable grants, immunities, and prece- 
dences, were conferred on them by one of the Perumal princes; 


and that the greater part of these privileges have been uninter- 


ruptedly enjoyed, and are now visible among them. Every 
person of observation, now visiting the interior of the country, 
is necessarily led to this conclusion. He discovers a race of 
Christians, differing widely in their general manners from the 
later specimens of native converts, that from the time of the 
Portuguese settlements have been so numerous on the coast; 
bearing indeed undoubted marks of their Syrian original, and 
of the high dignity to which in former times they were raised : 
a people, in short, who identify themselves with the subjects of 
the above traditions, and to whom the names of Portuguese and 
Roman Catholics are comparatively new. But we feel it would 
be unpardonable to trespass further on your time in enlarging 
upon a topic, which is a matter so entirely of personal inspection. 
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It may, however, be useful here to introduce a few remarks 
respecting their moral character. A body of people, separated 
by its religious and social customs, from the other classes of the 
community, may naturally be expected to possess a peculiarity 
of moral feelings and impressions. And the state of the Syrian 
Christians will be found to justify this expectation. At the 
time of their first discovery by the Portuguese, they were dis- 
tinguished by their scrupulous regard to truth, and their gene- 
ral manliness and independence of character, and were consi- 
dered as constituting the chief strength of the nations who em- 
ployed them. Many testimonies to this effect are collected by 
La Croze, to whose interesting and accurate work we beg leave 
to refer you. The acts of the synod of Udiyampur, the number 
of books then destroyed, and the strong opposition which Me- 
nezes not unfrequently encountered in propagating his innova- 
tions amongst them, bear ample testimony to a point nearly 
allied to the former, the learning of their clergy. And, notwith- 
standing the many causes that have conspired to produce a la- 
mentable deterioration in this respect, yet the most cursory ob- 
servers find, even now, continual traces of their former eminence. 

We beg leave to call your attention to a few of the causes 
which have led to their decline. The breaking up of the petty 
sovereignties created by Cheram Perumal, through the over- 
bearing influence of the rajahs of Travancore and Cochin on 
the one side, and of Hyderally, and of the Europeans on the 
other, cannot but be conceived to have produced a sensible al- 
teration in the condition of the Christians; whose political im- 
portance rested entirely upon the immunities and privileges they 
enjoyed under that remarkable system. From being a compact 
body, forming either separate principalities of themselves, or 
aristocracies, considerable as to numbers and influence among 
the petty states through which they were distributed; they now 
formed but a small integral part of a large community, in which 
their consequence was left to depend solely on the opinion which 
their former influence had created. But independently of these 
causes, (which apply equally to that very remarkable body, the 
Jews of Cochin,) there are others which, in a more serious and 
peculiar manner, affect the Syrian Christians. These causes 
are all to be referred to the appearance of the Roman Catholics 
on these shores, and the contest which this church has conse- 
quently had to sustain, for three centuries, with the unremitted 
vigilance, the force and intrigue, of a usurping and intolerant 
hierarchy. The preponderating influence of the Portuguese with 
the heathen government was all employed in forwarding the de- 
signs of the Romish emissaries: while, through the system 
adopted, either from policy or principle, by the Protestant states, 
the Syrian church has been left unaided by any corresponding 
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influence in the opposite direction. And the consequences of 
all this, upon its moral and ecclesiastical cendition, have been 
indeed most deplorable. Mutual fears, suspicions, and jealousies, 
fomented by their enemies, and terminating in a fatal and ap- 
parently irreconcilable schism in their own body, the destruction 
of their best ancient monuments, during the short calamitous 
interval in which they were all nominally subjected to the Papal 
power, together with the interruption, both then and since, of 
the regular intercourse with Syria, on the feeling of which de- 
pended that peculiar spirit and individuality of character for 
which they were formerly so distinguished; these may be noted 
as the more general and direct consequences, from which others, 
of a more particular nature, and more immediately striking the 
attention, have proceeded. Such as, the withdrawment, from 
conscious weakness and want of favour, from all share in the 
public history of their country, in which they formerly acted so 
distinguished a part; the increasing ignorance of the clergy; 
their growing unacquaintance with the only language in which 
the principles of divine knowledge were contained, and their 
consequent inability to become acquainted with these principles, 
far less to communicate them to the people; the disuse of edu- 
cation; the introduction of many superstitious practices, un- 
known to their ancestors; and a gradual verging towards :niny 
of the customs and some of the vices of the country. 

It is remarkable, that, under all the causes of deterioration 
which have been mentioned, the character of the Syrian Chris- 
tians should still present so many points of superiority. The 
duplicity and deceit, for which the natives of India are so pro- 
verbial, is not a feature of their character. On the contrary, 
they may be said to possess, in no small degree, the opposite 
virtues of honesty and plain dealing, accompanied with a pecu- 
liar simplicity of manner, which distinguishes them in the eyes 
of the stranger, from the other inhabitants of the country. But 
we feel it would be needless to do more than hint at a subject, 
which, we humbly conceive, cannot have escaped your observa- 
tion. 

With regard to the actual number of these people, it is diffi- 
cult to arrive at any exact conclusion. It appears, however, 
most probable, as well from the reason of the case, as from the 
accounts of Anquetil Du Perron and others, that they were a 
much more numerous body of people in former times than we 
find them to be at present. They now, themselves, reckon up 
eighty-eight churches belonging to their body; of which fifty- 
five have maintained their independence with the Roman Pon- 
tiff. According to the most accurate estimate we have been 
able to form, the number of families belonging to these fifty-five 
churches amounts, at the lowest computation, to thirteen thou- 
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sand. The majority of these are poor, and support themselves 
by daily labour: others employ themselves in merchandise and 
agriculture. Though many among them are most highly re- 
spectable, especially those of the class termed Farragan, yet there 
are none who can justly be styled men of property. ‘There are 
very few indeed among them possessed of a property to the 
amount of 5000 rupees. 

The number of officiating priests, commonly called Catanars, 
is one hundred and forty-four. These are wholly supported by 
the offerings of the laity, on festival days, and on the administra- 
tion of the occasional rites of the church, which, for the most 
part, afford but a very scanty support: and in very few instances 
do the monthly offerings, received by a Catanar, exceed five 
rupees. They are generally of the best families; and conse- 
quently, upon their character, as to morals and information, 
depends, in a great degree, that of the districts in which they 
reside. 

Having thus, sir, explained, in as brief a manner as we could, 
the former and present condition of this interesting people, we 
beg leave to submit to your notice, the plans now in operation 
for their benefit, and some others that have been proposed for 
the same purpose. In doing this, we act under the direction 
of the very reverend the Metropolitan; and we beg leave here 
most distinctly to state, that whatever relates to the concerns of 
this church, proceeds directly and entirely from him; with no 
other advice and assistance from us, than that which, partly our 
official relation to him, and partly his voluntary consultation of 
us, have made it our duty to give. The objects which the 
Metropolitan has in view may be included in these four heads : 

First, the circulation of the holy scriptures in the Syriac and 
vernacular tongues, with other works of religious and general 
information. 

Secondly, the general struction of youth. 

Thirdly, the special instruction of the clergy. 

Fourthly, the erection and enlargement of churches. _ Upon 
each of these objects, allow us to add a few words; with so 
much regarding ourselves and our mission, as may be necessary 
to show the proposed mode of attaining them. 

The first object proposed, is the circulation of useful works, 
and especially of the holy scriptures. The importance of the 
latter point, in every scheme of moral improvement, will be ac- 
knowledged by every Christian; and its claim in the present 
case is made more urgent by the veneration which the whole 
Syrian community have for the scriptures, and their eager de- 
sire to be possessed of them. A translation has in consequence 
been commenced with the co-operation of some of the principal 
clergy of the Syrian Church, and with the assistance of some 
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Brahmins and Navis well skilled in the language of the country, 
A few other works, principally such as are required in the col- 
lege and schools, have been translated; and others are in pro- 
gress and contemplation. A press, with a fount of English 
types, has been forwarded by the Church Missionary Society, 
and a fount of Malayalim types is expected. 

The second thing proposed, is the instruction of youth. In 
furtherance of this most necessary object, it has been thought 
desirable that schools should be formed in every parish; and 
that, independently of these, three institutions, on the plan of 
what we term in England free or grammar schools, should be 
established in different districts. Parochial schools have ac- 
cordingly been formed for thirty-seven out of the fifty-five 
churches, subject to the Syrian Metropolitan: and the central 
grammar school has been erected at his residence at Cotayam. 
Some of the parochial schools are supported by the Syrians 
themselves, partly from the contributions of individuals, and 
partly from the church property of the parishes to which they 
belong : others are supported by the contributions of the Church 
Missionary Society: and the remainder, constituting the greater 
proportion, from both these sources jointly, but principally from 
the latter. The sum allotted to this purpose by the society is 
800 rupees annually, but no buildings have hitherto been erect- 
ed; a circumstance much required on account of the heathen 
children in the schools, as the Syrians and the heathens have an 
equal aversion to their being instructed within the walls of the 
Church. The average cost of one of these buildings will be 
100 rupees. 

The annual funds of the grammar school at Cotayam, amount- 
ing to 1000 rupees, are supplied entirely by the society: but 
these are not found sufficient for the support of more than fifty 
boys, a number far below what was originally intended to be ad- 
mitted on the foundation. The two remaining grammar schools 
for the northern and southern districts have not yet been esta- 
blished for want of funds. The building alone, of each of 
these schools, including the apartments for the master, &c. can- 
not be estimated at less than 1000 rupees, In addition to the 
education received at these schools, it is proposed that the most 
proficient scholars should eventually be transferred to the col- 
lege, to complete their education for such civil and ecclesiast- 
cal duties as they may be called to fulfil. 

The third object proposed, is the instruction of the clergy, 
that is, of those destined for the clerical office. Ina body so 
situated as the Syrian church is, it is principally from this por- 
tion of it, that we must expect an academical institution to be 
supplied. It is on this account only that we have referred to 
the head of the instruction of the clergy the notice of the col- 
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lege of Cotayam; without, however, losing sight of the fact, 
that it will include other students to whom an acquaintance 
with the higher branches of literature may be important and 
desirable. 

The college was begun by the late Metropolitan, Mar Dio- 
nysius, and continued by the present Metropolitan, under the 
patronage of the late British resident, Colonel Munro. It was 
endowed with extensive grants of land and money, by her 
highness the Rannee; and is now in operation, under the eye of 
the Metropolitan, who resides in it as its head. The establish- 
ment consists of two Malpans, or Syrian doctors; who, besides 
their lectures in Syriac, officiate daily in the college chapel; 
a learned Jew of Cochin, teacher of Hebrew, towards which 
language the attention of the Malpans and others is excited; 
two native teachers of Sanscrit; and an English teacher and 
his assistant. It is in contemplation to introduce the study of 
the Latin and Greek languages, and a general acquaintance 
with European literature. The number of students is fifty-one; 
eighteen of whom have received the initiatory ordinations; and 
from the experience we have already had, we feel fully justified in 
arene our conviction, that the students will prosecute their 
studies with credit to themselves and the institution. The an- 
nual revenue of the college, consisting of the interests arising 
from the investment of the royal grants above alluded to, and 
from other sources, amounts to somewhat more than 2500 ru- 
pees: and its expenditure, including the expenses of the Me- 


tropolitan and his attendants, exceeds 4500 rupees. The ex-. 


cess of expenditure is borne by the Church Missionary Society. 
Even with this assistance, the funds of the college are by no 
means sufficient. The building itself requires great alterations 
and improvements. ‘The commencement of a very valuable li- 
brary has been made, the completion of which will, of course, 
be a matter of considerable expense. No income has yet ac- 
erued from the royal grant of the property near Quilon; on 
the contrary, it has been a very heavy burden upon the funds 
of the college, and will require the laying out of a much larger 
sum before it can be made productive. 

The fourth object proposed is the erectzon and enlargement 
of churches, which includes the repairing of such as are in a 
state of dilapidation. Many of the churches are much fallen 
into decay. Among those may be reckoned the ancient church 
of Neranum, which tradition refers to apostolic times; the 
church of Omalur, lately destroyed by fire; the large church 
of Cadambanat, (not unlike an English cathedral in its lofty 
roof and lengthened chancel,) now undergoing complete re- 
pairs: the large church of Parur, capable of containing fifteen 
hundred persons, destroyed by Tippoo, in the year , and 
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but lately begun to be rebuilt; the churches of Ancamali, Ac- 
caparamba, the large church of Cottamangalam, Perumattam. 
Molucolam, Cundare, Calade, and some others. In conse. 
quence of the extensiveness of several parishes, some chapels 
of ease, as we should term them, are building; and the erec- 
tion of others is contemplated, as soon as adequate funds can 
be raised. Among the former, we may reckon those of Tiru- 
valla and Etalott, for the extensive parish of Neranum and 
Ammina, for the parish of Cotayam: the latter are required in 
the parishes of Kotaracare, Mamalacheri, Cunipampatti, and 
some others. The average expense of building a church, ac- 
cording to the plan usually adopted by the Syrians, including 
the apartments for the priests, &c. &c. cannot be estimated at 
lower than five thousand rupees. 

Having thus, sir, laid before you, in as brief a manner as the 
nature of the subject would admit, the plans already com- 
menced, and the further ones in contemplation for the improve- 
ment of this remarkable people, permit us to indulge the hope, 
that they will appear to your mind in some measure worthy of 
that patronage and encouragement which is necessary to give 
them efficiency. A residence of nearly five years in the midst 
of them, in the habit of the most familiar and uninterrupted in- 
tercourse with the dignitaries of their church, the whole body 
of the clergy, and the society at large, emboldens us in express- 
ing the full conviction of our minds, that they will not prove 
unworthy of your favour, nor fail in answering any degree of 
culture which may be bestowed on them. Members of a 
church, verferable for her great antiquity, and who retains, as 
her language, the very dialect of our Lord and his apostles, 
using a version of the scriptures, made by apostolical men, mi- 
raculously preserved during a succession of ages, in the very 
midst of a heathen population, and in spite of all the violent 
and uncé@ising attacks of the Romish hierarchy, a monument of 
the truth of Christianity, and of the protecting care of the Most 
High; they seem, in a peculiar manner, to call for the sympa- 
thy and assistance of a Christian and Protestant nation. And 
we cannot but consider all these claims as coming with a pe- 
culiar force on the members of the Anglican church; a church, 
which, retaining, as no other Protestant communion has retain- 
ed, those features of primitive custom and discipline, that unite 
her with all the unreformed churches of apostolical original, in 
the east and west, has, at the same time, suffered equally with 
any from the antichristian domination of the court of Rome; 
and, having escaped pure from that infection, and that perse- 
cution, is best prepared to feel for those who are yet groaning 
under the effect of both. And these circumstances of common 
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interest with our Protestant Episcopal Church, are not wholly 
unknown, nor unfelt, by our Syrian brethren. . 

To carry on the plans abovementioned, funds, to a very con- 
siderable amount, are required. Those appropriated to the ob- 
ject by the Church Missionary Society, though amounting to 
many thousand rupees, annually, are not adequate to the pur- 
pose. On this account are we induced to submit these facts to 
your notice; and feel greatly obliged and encouraged by the 
wish you so condescendingly made known, of being informed 
of the, particulars of our mission, and the nature of the assist- 
ance required. We beg leave to observe, that applications have 
been made for that literary help, which the college so imperi- 
ously demands ; and that considerable hope is entertained, that 
it will eventually be under the immediate guidance of men of 
regular academical habits, and of acknowledged reputation for 
learning, in our English universities. 

Permit us in conclusion, to apologize for the length of this 
communication, and to assure you with how much respect, we 
subscribe ourselves, sir, your most obedient servants, 


(Signed) B. BAILEY, 
JOS. FINN, 
H. BAKER. 
Cotayam, Fan. 1822. 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


On Tuesday, December 3ist, 1822, St. Philip’s Church, New 
York, was consecrated to the service of Almighty God, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. Our readers will recollect that 
a former edifice of this name was consecrated by the same 
bishop, in the summer of 1819, and was destroyed by fire in 
December, 1821. This church is built upon the same founda- 
tion, and is very similar in size, and in the general plan and 
appearance of the interior; which are characterized by simpli- 
city, good taste, and economy. Thé present building, how- 
ever, is of brick; the former having been of wood. This cir- 
cumstance has involved the parish (which is composed of co- 
loured people) in an expenditure of about $2000 beyond the 
amount of insurance received on the old church. For the de- 
fraying of this they must look to the liberality of their fellow 
Christians ; and, we hope, will not look in vain. 

On the 20th of November, 1822, St. Paul’s Church, in Wind- 
sor, Vermont, was consecrated to the service of Almighty God, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, assisted by many of his 
clergy. It is an elegant edifice of brick, 70 feet by 50, chaste 
itt its architecture, commodious for the administration of noly 
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functions, and highly creditable to the Episcopalians in the town 
and to the church generally. May it prove to many, “no other 
than the house of God, andthe gate of Heaven!” 

On Sunday, the 29th of November, 1822, Ransom Warner 
was admitted to the holy order of deacons, in Christ Church, 
Middletown, Connecticut, by the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, 

On Wednesday, January 15th, 1823, in St. John’s chapel, 
New York, the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart admitted the Rey, 
Benjamin Dorr, deacon, minister of ‘l'rinity church, Lansing- 
burgh, Rensselaer county, and Grace church, Waterford, Sara- 
toga county, to the holy order of priests. 

At a special ordination held at St. Philip’s church, Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, on Friday, 17th January, 1823, Mr. Mel- 
lish J. Motte, of that city, was admitted, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Bowen, to the holy order of deacons. Morning prayers 
were read by the Rev. Allston Gibbs, assistant minister, and 
an appropriate discourse delivered by the Rev. Dr. Gadsden, 
rector of St. Philip’s church. 

At a special ordination held in St. Michael’s church, Bristok 
Rhode Island, on the ist of January, 1823, being the festival 
of the Circumcision, the Right Rev. the Bishop of the Eastern 
Diocese admitted Mr. Lot Jones to the holy order of Deacons. 
Divine service was performed by the Rev. Professor Adams, 
and an address suitable to the occasion delivered by the Bishop. 

On Sunday, the 27th of October, 1822, the Rev. Seth B. 
Paddock, of Norwich, was admitted to Priests’ orders, in St. 
Peter’s Church, Cheshire, Connecticut, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Brownell. 


ae 
OCTAVO EDITION OF CLARKE’S COMMENTARY. 


In reading the prospectus and accompanying circular, of. the 
proposed octavo edition of Dr. Adam Clarke’s Commentary, we 
were struck with the statement, that the work is used in the 
General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church as a class boo, and were satisfied from our knowledge 
of the arrangements of the institution, that it was entirely incor- 
rect. We are happy in having our opinion established by the 
following communication, which is from an authoritative source. 
It is not a little surprising, and certainly very improper, that an 


assertion should be made, so much at random, when the slight- 


est inquiry would have satisfied the publisher, that it was not 
warranted by the fact. 

It is not our wish to be understood as disparaging the work 
in question: in very many respects we hold it in high estima- 
tion: but are unwilling that it should be presented to the publir 
with a claim which it does not possess, 
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“ To the Editors of the Church Record. 

“‘New York, Feb. 3d, 1823. 
“ Gentlemen,—You will confer a favour, by correcting an 
error which occurs in the printed circular annexed to the pros- 
pectus for a new edition, in 8vo., of Dr. Clarke’s Commentary. 
It is there stated, that the work is used “ as a class book in the 
General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States.” This is entirely a mistake. No 
particular Commentary is used as a class book in that institution. 
The students are directed to various sources of information, 

and but few of them habitually consult the work of Clarke. 
‘It is not hereby intended to express any opinion respecting 

the merits of the Commentary in question. 

“ VERAX.” 


~~ 


LIBERAL DONATIONS. 


The following donations are worthy of all imitation, and de- 
serve to be signalized. 

“A gentleman residing in the Northern Neck of Virginia, 
has made to the Theological Seminary of that diocese a valuable 
donation in rare old books of the most splendid editions. They 
have been placed, for the present, in the hands of the Rev. Mr. 
M‘Guire, of Fredericksburgh, who will deposit them in the li- 
brary of that institution as soon as a convenient opportunity is 
offered.” 

“We learn that David Sears, Esq. has given to the city of 
Boston a deed of the valuable estate called the City Market, 
which was lately owned by a Corporation, but has been pur- 
chased by Mr. Sears at the cost of 60,000 dollars, on the fol- 
lowing liberal conditions, viz. that the income shall be funded 
annually, and that half the interest arising from the fund shall 
be paid, for the use of him and his heirs, to the Wardens of 
St. Paul’s Church; the other half to be expended from time to 
time, first in ornamenting the Common, improving the Mall, 
and building a wall round the pond; and then for such public 
improvements in the City of Boston as the Mayor and Alder- 
men for the time being shall think fit to be made. It will be 
perceived, that the fund for public improvement will be rapidly 
increasing, and that at the same time it will produce a perpetual 
income for the improvement of the city.” 


<i 


DISCOVERIES IN AFRICA. 


We understand that researches in Africa, of a very interest- 
ing nature, are about to be published by Mr. Waldech, a Ger- 
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man, who has recently arrived in England from India, having 
previously travelled through Africa, from Egypt to the Cape of 
Good Hope. It appears, that at the foot of the Mountains of 
the Moon, he found an inscribed pillar, erected by a Roman 
consul, about the period of the reign of Vespasian. He found 
a level on the'top of these mountains nearly 400 miles broad, 
on which he discovered a temple of the highest antiquity, and 
in fine preservation, and still used for religious purposes by the 
inhabitants. South of the level, he passed a descent of 52 days’ 
journey, and, when advanced about nine days, he found the 
skeleton of a man, with a telescope slung on his shoulder, 
marked with the name of Harris; and also a chronometer, made 
by Marchant. There were also two other skeletons; and it 
was supposed the owners perished for want of water. Out of 
four European companions who accompanied Mr. Waldech, 


only one of them survived the hardships of the journey. 


[Bost. Rec. 


——— 
ANECDOTE. 


Sain. Crellius was a Socinian, and a leader of that party. The 
endless mercy of our Lord was also manifest in him. He not 
only rejoiced to see his daughters bow their knees to the cruci- 
fied [Saviour], but he himself, turning to that Lord, called upon 
him as his Lord and his God; and found, at the latter end of 
his life, no consolation but in the atonement by the blood of 
Jesus, and wished that all his books could die with him. This 
has been testified, not only by his daughters, but by all who 
were with him before his end.--Latrobe’s Hist. of Un. Breth. 
p. 201, note. 
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‘The Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America, acknowledges the receipt of the following sums, 
VIZ. 


From Hon, John Jay - : - $50.00 as Patron. 
Mrs. Maria Banyer - = 50,00 do. 
Miss Ann Jay 2 > Pike - 50,00 do. 
‘The Female Missionary Society 
of Carlisle - - - 20.00 donation. 
Catherine R. Arnold, of Provi- 
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dence, Rhode Island - - 5,00 do. 
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